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Key Vocabulary

Word Meaning

Biome A biome is a large area of land with a particular climate, type of plants and 
animals. What lives in each biome depends on the temperature, how 
wet/dry it is and how fertile the soil is. Similar biomes can be find in 
different continents.

Desert Deserts cover about a fifth of the planet, they are extremely dry areas, 
receiving less than 25cm of rainfall a year. The temperatures of a desert 
can be extreme – hot or cold, depending on the location. The plants and 
animals have evolved to cope with the harsh conditions.

Forest Forests are home to a variety of trees and plants. They cover about 30% of 
the planet. There are different types of forests depending on the location -
tropical, temperate, coniferous, boreal, taiga. Forests are important to our 
ecosystem, they store carbon dioxide and provide many materials we use.

Grassland Grasslands have a variety of grasses, very few trees, there are two main 
types – tall-grass (humid and wet) and short-grass (dry). This biome is 
good for farming due to the rich soil.

Tundra The coldest of biomes, the short summers bring some plant and wildlife. 
The animals and plants have adapted to survive in the harsh conditions. 

Temperate Temperate means moderate, or in the middle. The climate in the 
temperate zone does not have extremes. With mild to warm summers and 
cool to cold winters.

Tropical Regions that are hot/warm all year round with high levels of moisture and 
humidity, found near the equator and are home to a large variety of plants 
and animals. Most tropical places experience wet and dry seasons.

Aquatic Linked to living in or near water, this can be salt or fresh water.

Deforestation Cutting down of forests to use the materials or the land for other uses, 
such as agriculture or construction.
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