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Key Vocabulary

Word Meaning

Primary colour Red, blue and yellow. These 
colours cannot be made. 

Secondary 
colours

A secondary colour is a 
colour made by mixing of 
two primary colours.

Colour wheel A colour wheel shows you 
how colours relate to each 
other and shows cold and 
warm colours. 

Colour mixing Is the process of combining
two or more colours to 
make any other colour.

Shade To make a colour darker.

Tint To make a colour lighter.

Abstract It is modern art that does 
not represent images of our 
everyday world.

Colour Mixing

We can use a colour mixing chart to find out 
which colours we need to mix together to 
make a different colour.  For example: 

Colour Wheel

A colour wheel can help us to 
easily identify primary and 
secondary colours.

You can make your own colour 
wheel as it will help you to 
observe what happens when we 
gradually mix paints together. 
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Wassily Kandinsky

• Wassily Kandinsky was born in 

December 1866 Russia.

• Kandinsky’s artwork is called 

abstract.
• His paintings are made up of lots 

of shapes. He used2` music to 

help him work. Kandinsky said “I 

see colour when I hear music.”

• Kandinsky died in December 

1944. He was 78 years old. 

Artwork by Wassily Kandinsky

Are there any 
similar things in 
these paintings? 

How do they 
make you feel?
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