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AGENDA

Poetry Performances
The Writing Framework 2025
Handwriting at West Lodge '
Spelling at West Lodge

Reading for Pleasure
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¥ The benefits to children of learning a poem by heart

Achievement

Enjoyment BookIrust

Focus Getting children reading

[ | Independence
Language
Memory
Oracy
Participation
Togetherness
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NS  The Writing Framework

H The DfE Writing Framework (2025) is national, non-
b % statutory guidance that sets out a clear, evidence-based
approach to teaching writing from EYFS to Year 6. Its
purpose is to help schools improve writing outcomes by
strengthening the foundations of transcription
(handwriting and spelling) and sentence construction.




Key Messages

» Writing is complex and places a high demand on children’s working
memory, so teaching must be carefully sequenced. [gov.uk]
Handwriting and spelling should be taught from Reception to build
automaticity. When transcription becomes fluent, children have
more cognitive space for composition. [gov.uk]

Sentence instruction is essential because all writing is built from
sentences. Grammar should be taught in context, not in isolation
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Handwriting

The Writing Framework (2025) emphasises:
AUTOMATICITY - handwriting should be fluent and fast
enough that children can focus on spelling and
composition.

CONSISTENT LETTER FORMATION is vital, particularly
size, orientation and spacing.
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At West Lodge, we believe that fluent, legible handwriting is a cornerstone of
confident and effective written communication. Qur vision is to ensure that
every child develops the automaticity and physical fluency needed to express
their ideas clearly and efficiently.

We are committed to delivering explicit, regular, and structured handwriting
instruction from Reception through to Year 6. Using the RWI and the Nelson 38
Handwriting Scheme, we provide a consistent and progressive approach that ‘&

I
Fr

supports pupils in mastering correct letter formation, spacing, orientation, and
joined writing.
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: Hanawriting at West Lodge
jf* Our teaching is guided by the principles of the Department for Education’s Writing Framework,
b % ensuring that: r
. f- Handwriting is taught discretely and systematically, separate from phonics.
3

_ Pupils are physically prepared to write through routines that promote correct posture, pencil grip,
~, ; and paper positioning.
d Dictation and transcription activities are used to reinforce fluency and spelling.
Pupils with additional needs are supported with appropriate interventions and resources.

We recognise that fluent handwriting reduces cognitive load, enabling pupils to focus on compaosition

and higher-order writing skills. While we value digital literacy, we prioritise handwriting as a core skill

that enhances the quality and clarity of written communication.

Through high expectations, consistent practice, and the Nelson Handwriting programme, we aim for all
children to leave West Lodge as confident, fluent writers with handwriting that reflects pride in their
work.
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L@ﬁ@? Families

At West Lodge we use Nelson Handwriting which breaks the
! |[etters down into different families based on formation:

. Setl:coadgfsqge
} Set2:iltjuy
Set3:bhkmnpr

Set4d:vwXZ
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3 Letter joins
jf* Children initially learn to print, before joins are introduced in Year 2.
L Tﬁeﬁé bagaacag@mg; | UL, G, O, UAL, GUML,
Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders
y ./
’ Diagonal joins to letters with ascenders ﬂ/b, l.bL Lt, C/I"L
Horizontal joins to letters without oa., WO, OU, V1, a/m.
ascenders

Horizontal joins to letters with ascenders 01, V\/h D't g’b
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| Why is it important to have a systematic

spelling programme?
The English language has one of the richest vocabularies in the world. For more than

1000 years, the English language has inherited and assimilated many words from
other languages: Latin, French, Greek and German.We have also kept aspects

eS e !
Aﬁt W ﬁ Lﬁd g 7 of the spellings of these words, which has created the most complex alphabetic language

in the world.

WE USE R@ad German, Italian, Spanish, Finnish, Polish, Greek and Welsh children learn to read and spell
quickly because their speech sounds are written down, more or less, the same way in

every word — i.e. they have a simple alphabetic code.This means that once they have

Write Inc.
cracked the code they can write any word correctly.

English, however, has many ways of writing each sound because we have more speech

Spelling - but |
sounds than letters. For example, we write the sound ay at least eight ways: play, rain,
make, eight, straight, reign, rein, break.This means that the alphabetic code is very

W hy IS aﬁ complex and takes a long time to learn.
Read Write Inc. Spelling is a programme based on the understanding that we do have

i p O gjﬁanﬁ ﬁ@ a sound-based writing system, albeit a very complex one. Everyone uses the same |
44 sounds to speak all English words, though the way we write down these sounds varies

(The 44 sounds differ a little, depending on accent.) So one of the keys to good spelling

teach spelling?
is to remember how to spell these sounds in different words — and this does not happen
overnight. Even now, as adults, we tend to avoid writing down words that we cannot spell.
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Just as a quick test, which of the words below are spelt incorrectly?

el ;' supacede brocolli aparent consede proceede idiosincracy concensus accomodate
. ;5 i&ﬁ W@gﬁ L@ ﬁ g@, . rhythym optholmologist diptheria anomoly caesaerean grafitti diaharrioah
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we use Read Spelling tends to improve throughout our lives and it is only with lots of practice that we
become good spellers. (By the way, none of the words above are spelt correctly.)

Write Inc. Traditionally, the teaching of spelling has often been arduous, painstaking and, sadly, boring.
Sp @Ma ng - but The practice of a weekly Friday spelling test had mixed results, with some children getting
spellings right on the day, but forgetting them just hours later, and other children simply

W hy IS it getting them wrong and becoming demoralized.

. The process of learning to spell is cumulative for most children. Only a few lucky
Iy p@ﬁaﬂﬁ to children learn to spell effortlessly without structured teaching. Most need explicit

S systematic teaching that is continually practised and reinforced, until spelling knowledge
t@aCh 5p @M% ngn is committed to children’s long-term memory.The Read Write Inc. Spelling programme
provides this structured, systematic teaching,
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The spelling programme:
builds upon teaching strategies and spelling activities from Read Write Inc. Phonics.
is organised weekly across three well-paced half hour lessons
provides plenty of writing practice, with a clear record of children’s progress

: Content
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i1 1t makes sense of the most complex alphabetic code in the world, with its 150 spellings of 44 speech
e  sounds.
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The programme makes learning to spell enjoyable for children.
Aliens from a spelling planet introduce spelling rules and concepts.

It includes all the spelling requirements of the English National Curriculum Years 2 to 6, and also
revises spelling taught in Year 1.

Click here for information about RWI Spelling
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuLGvjOTk6A&t=7s
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ow to Support Your Chi

Keep Copying Make the Headlines Build a Pyramid Create with Colour Capital Idea Learn Your ABC

Write your words out three times | Cut letters out of newspapers | Make a pyramid using the letters ||| \wrive your words with each letter | Write your words three times, | Write your words in alphabetical
each. Use different colours if | or magazines and stick them | in your words.

you want to. onto paper to make the words in a different colour, or write | each in capital letters. order, then rewrite them in order
in your list them with all the vowels in blue of the second letter. third letter
and all the consonants in red. and so on.

my

Spel“ng SPELL'NG words

S in spellin
PNS T  SPELLING il

| “ ' | ° wordads
spelling spelling SPELLING mf
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How to Support Your Child

Take a Test Picture This Build a Sentence

Homework Diaries- Years 3 to 6 will
Ask someone at home to test | Include each of your words in | Write each of your words in a

you by reading each word as you | a funny picture that makes you | sentence. See if you can build bring these home every weeﬂk wﬁ;h
write it down. To make it more of | think of the word. your sentences into a story. words that need to be practised in

a challenge, set a time limit, for them
example 20 seconds per word.

Year 2 - The spellings will be put on
Seesaw each Friday for you to practice o
with your children

. my

One day a huge
spelling monster

3. words
cam: to m?l t%wn Encourage your child to use different
and ate a ' the strategies taught in the sessions to “
words! spell words themselves

2. spelling

Use a sound chart to help your child -
available on the school website.
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low o encourage reading for pleasure at home

Encourage children to value books

Use the library / book hubs / book swaps with friends to help build variety
Browse In bookshops

Get recommendations from friends, feachers and librarians

Expose children to texts beyond novels. E.g. comics, magazines, non-fiction
books

Encourage positive reading habits — e.g. reading before bed, reading o
your child, audio books on long journeys

Show that you love reading... even if you have to fake it

Give children books that matter to them ( authors and characters, texts
that excite them)

Reward reading through extrinsic and intrinsic moftivators

FInd ways to make reading special at home
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What will 'hook’ your child into reading?
: 8 Teaching children to read is just one part of the reading picture. As adults it is important that we
‘(? help give children a motivation to want to read for themselves. When something really draws
¥ them in then they will have a purpose to want to learn to read and they will want to pick up books

3 for pleasure or information. Look for recommendations of non-fiction and poetry books here as
well as fiction books.

West Lodge Book
Recommendations

SCHOOL

READING School reading list

Eastern Ave,
Pinner,
HAS5 1INU

Booktrust
Recommendations

BookIrust

Getting children reading



https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-primary-school-pupils/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westlodgeprimary/UploadedDocument/c07a2c13-066d-4cfa-baea-b2931a55c5b7/suggested-reading-list-by-year-group-updated-2025.pdf
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/

A NEW HERD TAKES FLIGHT

KANDAR °

v»uNICORN g

THEAHWAICWT
AND THE
GREAT SNAKE
ESCAPE

pspuar o | EARY

JLLUSTRATED BY NICK EAST

BAAGOLDDGAROGRODS

Robert Swindells

mlchael =
MOIPUIZO

SHADOW
>

 JULI Ay

{ AND THE & %

{ P:f§fl;§?
Mrs Cooper's book
recommendations

RESTSILLING AUTHOR OF PODKIN ONII-TAR

KIERAN LARWOOD
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Question - What do | do if my year 4 child only wants to read cartoon like books such
as Dogman and Bunny vs Monkey?

, ‘ }
[} The graphic novel format is fast-paced, highly visual, and accessible, making reading feel
o8 |ess like work and more like play.

. gd
E Tips for varying reading diet
Read to your children a variety of different books. (hook them in so they in turn will want
to read for themselves other books in the series / by the same author / in a similar style
0 Listen to audible books (e.g. on Yoto player / Toonie box)

Find story books by the same authors (e.g. Jamie Smart's Flember

Find books that have both illustrations and text (e.g. Treehouse series, Loki books)

_" Encourage your child to read books sent home from school. These are deliberately
) varied.
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THe SIMvlesT WAY To ke [ Iy
SURE THAT Wt RAISE T A
LTERSTE CHIDREN (S.. |

Spending just 10 minutes a To SHow THEN THAT ReRNG 1S
day reading and sharing i ?LEAQURA%% |"
stories with children can A CTNVTY. AN> THAT MeAiG...

rrr:alfefa crucial dlfferengg ’fo EIRDING BOOKE THAT «mw W
their future success and it’s ENTOT. GNING T’VEN\ mBlA |
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NEIL GAIMAN



Useful links

We have useful documents stored on West Lodge Primary
School Website in the Supporting your Child At Home
Section. There are resources here linked to RWI.

Leaflet about supporting your child with their reading at
home

Tips for reading with your child at home

Suggested stories for story-time

West Lodge Recommended Books

RWI - Reading for Pleasure - Windows and Mirrors Stories
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https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westlodgeprimary/UploadedDocument/83d8febb-6bb6-4fb8-bc82-eb575ef2332e/reading-at-home-booklet-2025.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westlodgeprimary/UploadedDocument/c07a2c13-066d-4cfa-baea-b2931a55c5b7/suggested-reading-list-by-year-group-updated-2025.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/westlodgeprimary/UploadedDocument/831d944d-c46a-42ad-b549-a8d30757668b/rwi-book-list-for-parents-windows-and-mirrors-june-25.pdf

e

Useful links

Use the bookfinder tool on this website to find books for
specific ages & genres
hitp://www.booktrust.org.uk/

Free ebooks available on this website
www.oxfordowl.co.uk

hitp://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk

[ - Ay . ey bt
- m . . ] = Y v
-5 W o~ =Pl 38y - L - i-];.. H"EF‘E * =

1 - b, e ]

.


http://www.booktrust.org.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

Complex Speed Sounds

Consorant tonnds
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