Information for Year 6 parents and carers.
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Teaching Staff

Sapphire - Mr O’ Rourke
Amethyst — Miss Kilinc
Diamond — Mr Finnegan
Maths — Mr Beckwith
‘Maths - Mrs Ahmed
Cuided Reading — Mr Dees

Cover Staff
Mr Jefferson
Mr lrwin

Mrs Rajput
Mrs Richardson

Support Staff

Mrs Rajput
Mrs Tilney
Mrs Harris
Mrs Somaiya
Ms Nair

Mrs Reidman

The Year 6 Team-

Other Key Adults

Mr Beckwith — Assistant Head
Mr Went — Phase Leader

Mrs Haines - SENCO

Mrs Kinsella — Pastoral Lead
Mr Dees — Headteacher



School Bags

A reminder that we do not have the space to accommodate large bags and rucksacks
in school, children should not be bringing such bags into school. Pupils are only permitted to
bring one of the following types of bags into school:

the school book bag

the small school backpack (dimensions 14"x10.5") or

a school drawstring bag

This decision has been made due to the increasing number of large backpacks being brought
to school, which we have found challenging to accommodate within our available storage
facilities. This has led to a number of the doors in our storage cupboards being damaged and
in need of replacement. It is costly to replace these doors and we would prefer to spend this
money on resources to support the learning of all pupils.

All bags are available from Kevins uniform shop in Pinner. For your reference, we have
included images of the approved bags. We kindly ask you to ensure that your child is
equipped with one of these bags prior to starting in September.
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Personal Devices ON HOLD
Policy

SMARTPHONES CAN WAIT

We would like to remind all families that our Personal Devices Policy was introduced in September 2024, with
a one-year grace period to support families in preparing for this change.

From September 2025, pupils will no longer be permitted to bring smartphones onto the school site.

Currently, only Year 5 and Year 6 pupils who walk home alone are permitted to bring a phone to school—and
this must be handed in to the class teacher upon arrival.

Our stance remains clear: pupils of primary school age should not be given smartphones. This reflects our
commitment to supporting children’s wellbeing, focus, and healthy social development during their formative
years.
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Curriculum Overview

Year 6 Curriculum Map 2024-2025

West Lodge Primary School 2024-2025 Curriculum Overview

e
><

Our Curriculum has been carefully designed to give your child the most enriching learning experience possible,
in line with the National Curriculum 2014.

Our Curriculum overview and termly curriculum map are available on the school website.

We provide many carefully considered trips, including Wicked, The Natural History Museum and Longrldge
These link to learning completed in school and are listed on the above-mentioned documents.




-Enghsh

All work centres around a range of high
quality fiction and non-fiction texts:

Autumn -
The Arrival
There's a Boy in the Girls' Bathroom

Spring -
Suffragette: The Battle for Equality
Eye of the Wolf

Summer -
We're Going on a Bear Hunt
Melissa




English

English teaching is delivered by the class teacher with the support of additional adults
in the classroom.

Alongside daily English lessons, children will receive guided readmg session weekly,
and two spelling lessons.

Writing at West Lodge follows a _ _
three-week cycle. This is designed Modelled Drafting a Published

to carefully take students through Write New Piece Write
the complete writing process in a

precise and supportive manner.

Children's writing is constantly
assessed in Year 6 and each
published piece of work
contributes towards their end of
year attainment




'Reading

As well as exploring high.quality texts in
lesson time, children will have weekly
guided reading lessons. These focus on
key skills that children need to develop
to become competent readers.

Retrieval
Inference
Summary
Prediction
Authors' Choice
Vocabulary




Maths

Work centres around 5 blocks that are based
on different strands of Maths (place value,
calculation, fractions, shape and space, data
and statistics).

Maths in Year 6 focuses on mastering
objectives, and reasoning.

Children are grouped for Maths, to ensure
that all children get the support they need in
the lead up to End of KS2 Assessments. These
groups are parallel to one another interms of
attainment and content taught.

There may be some movement between
which could be based on many factors.

Our school calculation policy is
an important document for all
our community to be aware of,
and this can be found on our
school website.

(L] written Addition in Year &

Line wpthe
bath, numbers. HTE U,
\_ 123=100 + 20+ 3 .~
5= 4o + 5
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The mindful approach to PSHE




HOMEWORK



Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

Homework

English CGP

Maths My Maths

Topic

Wednesday

Friday
Monday

Spelling
Spellings be set weekly.

Reading
Children are expected to read for

15 minutes each day. Children
should read aloud to a parent or
adult each day.

Homework Club

Children will have the
opportunity to complete any
outstanding homework tasks in
Amethyst Class on Friday
lunchtime or in Diamond Class
on a Tuesday breaktime
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INTERVENTIONS



Interventions

Every child, at some point during their Year 6 journey, will benefit from additional
support.

Small Spelling Group

1:1 Reading

Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)

Literacy Gold

Targeted Reading Interventions

English Catch-Up Sessions '

Writing Conferencing

Greater Depth Writing Group

Maths Interventions

TT Rockstars Practice

Maths Booster Sessions (Monday and Tuesday afterschool)
Maths Problem-Solving Club (Wednesday morning)



ASSESSMENT



KS2 SATS

KS2 SATS Week 2026 will be w/c 11th
May. i

Children will sit the following papers:

e Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
e Reading

e Mathematics: Arithmetic

e Mathematics: Reasoning (1 and 2)

To prepare, Year 6 children will sit mock
assessments three times throughout the

year.

Children do not sit a writing assessment.




How to Support your child

Please do not use
past papers at home!

Please ensure tutors are also aware not to do so.

Make sure your child still has time to be a child -
they don't need to spend every moment working
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Ensuring every child has the necessary skills they need to read is an y

essential component of literacy education. It enables children to 2. It is important to'identify the appropriate level of text difficulty, to

not only learn act 1e curriculum but also to : S NUMEerous provide appropriate context to practice the skills, desire to engage with

of daily life, influencing the opportunities that they have the text and enough challenge to improve reading comprehension.
ailable to them in the future '\
\
\
L] - - \
Reading comprehension strategies <
N\
Very high impact for very low cost based on extensive evidence \
\
\
\
Implementation cost @ Evidence strength @ Impact (months) @ \
\
® +6 | months !
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Reading

From tomorrow, children will begin using a book banded reading system.

Your child’s class teacher will assign them a book band, and they will be
able to choose a book from our carefully selected collection.

We encourage children to read aloud to an adult at home every night and
record this in their Reading Record. The reading noted should be
from the book they have chosen. Parents should sign each day to
indicate that they have read with their child.

Children will move through the book bands as their reading develops,
usually once each term. If a child needs a little more time to build
confidence and fluency, we will discuss this with parents.



Why We Ask Children to Read Aloud to an Adult

‘Fluency is reading with and for meaning, and any instruction that focuses
primarily on speed with minimal regard for meaning is wrong.’ (1)

Fluent reading supports reading comprehension. When pupils read
fluently, their cognitive resources can be redirected from focusing on
decoding and onto comprehending the text. For this reason, fluency
Is sometimes described as a bridge from word recognition to
comprehension.

Tim Shanahan (2019) says we need to teach reading fluency because it
helps pupils to understand how print works, how to develop and
consolidate automatic decoding skills, and how to bring a text to life
from print to prosody.


https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/wake-up-reading-wars-combatants-fluency-instruction-is-part-of-the-science-of-reading

When Reading at Home

Encourage them to read their banded book.
Support your child in understanding
unfamiliar words.

Praise pronunciation and enthusiasm.
Discuss the themes and ideas in the text.
Provide your child time to respond to one of
our reading prompt questions

Sign their reading entry to indicate that you
have read together.

It's absolutely fine to share other stories with
your child, but we ask that the 15 minutes of
reading recorded in their Reading Record is
from their banded book.

General Understanding
1. What is the book about? Can you summarise the main idea or plot?
2. Who are the main characters? What do you like or dislike about
them?
3. Where and when does ihe story take place? How does this setting
affect the story?
4. What problem or conflict do the characters face? How is it resolved?
5. What is your favourite part of the story so far? Why?
Deeper Thinking
6. What is the main message or theme of the book?
7. How does the main character change throughout the story?
&. Can you relate to any of the characters? Why or why not?
9. What would you have done differently if you were the main
character?
10. Is there a moment in the story that surprised you? Why?
Personal Connection
11. Does this book remind you of anything else you've read or
watched?
12. How does this book make you feel? Happy, sad, excited, nervous?
13. Have you ever been in a situation like one in the story? What
happened?
14. What do you think would happen if the story had a different ending?
Critical Analysis
15. Do you like how the author describes the setting or characters?
Why or why not?
16. Are there any words or phrases in the book that stand out to you?
Why?
17. Does the book have illustrations? If so, how do they help the story?
18. Do you think the title suits the book? If not, what would you call it?
19. Was the beginning of the book interesting? Did it make you want to
keep reading?
20. Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not?
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Our Aspirations for our Students

To develop into independent students
To take on some form of responsibility
To take responsibility
o Fortheir conduct
o For their organisation (including homework)
To be a role model for the rest of our school
To uphold the integrity of our school values



How Parents can Support

Encourage your child to communicate with their teacher rather than taking on the
communication for them

Develop a clear routine at home to complete homework tasks

Positively frame school experiences

Read with your child at home and record their reading

Communicate following the right channels

Year group emails are:
For use:
O Questions about homework, spellings, or reading books.
O Informing the teachers of minor matters such as a change in who will collect your child.
O Clarifications relating to class information or routines.
Not for:
O Raising concerns or complaints.
O Discussing individual pupil progress or sensitive matters.

® Help your child be prepared and on time for school each day - we ask that children arrive at
8.40am to maximise our time with them. -
® |mportant that your child regularly attends - minimise time off. 0



ANY QUESTIONS?
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