23/05/2022

Secondary Transfer

for Children with Special
Educational Needs and/or
Disability (SEND)

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/ CARERS

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/downloads/file/29240/qui
de-to-secondary-schools-2022-23

Secondary Transfer

The secondary transfer process can be a worrying time for both parents/carers,
and children, and possibly more so for children with special educational needs
and/or a disability (SEND).

We aim to help explain and provide information about the process. We hope we will
make this as clear as possible and will try to answer any questions that you may
have.
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Applying for Secondary Schools

The process for children who have either a proposed EHC Plan or Final EHC Plan
looks different to that of other children with SEND.

If your child is on the SEN Register or is awaiting an EHC needs assessment, you
will need to follow the standard schools admissions process. For more information,
please visit:

https://www.harrow.gov.uk/schools-learning

How the application process works

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/

* Inthe Autumn Term of Year 6, you will be + Apply through the borough in which you live e.g.
contacted by Harrow Senars (SEN Assessment & Harrow or Hillingdon
Review Service) « Six Choices
* You respond directly o Harrow Senars + Can include schools from any borough Harrow,
020 8501 8383 Hillingdon, Brent etc... (however, EHCPS, Siblings,
+ Can include schools from any borough distance........)
+ May include schools with specialist provision + Grammar Schools - Barnet, Bucks, Herts (require
+ You can hame private and grammar schools examinations).

Faith Schools (will be required to complete and
submit a SIF - direct to the school)
https://www.harrow.gov.uk/schooladmissions
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Choosing a School

*Wherever possible and appropriate, Harrow looks to place children in their local
secondary school. This means that they can transfer with most of their peers from
primary school and benefit from being within their local community.

*Only a small number of children, with EHCPs, who have the most complex needs,
receive places at a special school or at a mainstream school with special provision.

*A small number of children may also go to grammar schools or choose a private
school.

*You are advised, therefore, to visit your most local secondary school(s). This will
give you the opportunity to meet with the Inclusion Team and discuss your child's
needs.

Choosing a school

*If your child has an EHCP, you are also advised to visit any schools which you feel will be
the most appropriate placement for your child.
* You are also able to consult with Harrow SENARS about suitable schools.
. Yo# d? have a right to express a preference for any other school, as well as your nearest
school.

+ As well as looking at schools in Harrow, if your child has an EHCP, you are also able to name a
school within another local authority e.g. Ealing, Hillingdon, Hertfordshire, Brent, Barnet if
there is a school that could meet your child's needs.

*If you express a preference for a Voluntary Aided school you will need to complete the
school's own admission form to ensure that you meet the criteria for admission to that
school. The secondary school will be able to provide you with this form. A list of schools
can be found on the Council's website www.harrow.gov.uk

*If you wish to name a private school, you will also need to contact the school directly to
find out about their application process.
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choosing a school

= Think what kind of school your child
is best suited to: You may want to
think about if you want a same sex
school or, a faith based school does
the school have a specialism in the
arts, sports, science etc., uniform
vs. non uniform school, are there
breakfast clubs / afterschool clubs,
travel to and from school.

® Familiarise yourself with the
admissions criteria for schools.

= Look at the information on how
places were allocated in previous
year.

® Look at the school Ofsted report /
school website — schools do change
‘over time so it is important to get
your information from a variety of
'sources and remember that not
‘everything you hear about a school
may still be true.

= During your research, you will need
10 read the admissions criteria for
the school(s) you want to apply to.

To give you some samples of what to
check for:

® Church / Faith schools will give
priority to applicants that can
demonstrate practice of their faith.

Not all schools give priority to
siblings, or there may be restrictions
for siblings in Sixth Form.

Distance from home to school is
often used as tie breaker. Distance
is usually measured in a straight line
from your house to the centre point
of the school (but it can be different
in some cases).

Some schools use random
allocation (lottery),

Some schools will have medical and
social criteria but only if you meet
certain conditions — see page 16.

Some schools will give priority to
staff who work for the school for a
certain number of years or in hard to
recruit subjects.

Some schools outside of Harrow
may have additional criteria’s that
are to do with streaming, testing,
banding, musical or sporting ability,
catchment or priority areas.

Make sure you submit your
application on time - if you miss the
deadline your application won't be

'} Be realistic when deciding your
preferences. Your child may end up
without a preference school offer if you do
not meet a high enough criterion for the
schools you apply for. This may happen,
for example, if you live too far from the
school or if you name a faith school and do
not meet the faith criteria.

) Try and use all six preferences, or a=
many as you can. Failure to do so will
restrict our ability to offer you a place ata
school of your choice, if your other
preferences cannot be met. If you only
apply to one school, you will only be
considered for one school. You are,
therefore, wasting the opportunity to be
considered for other schools should your
preference not be successful. If a place
cannot be offered at your preference
school, an offer will be made for a school
that is within a reasonable distance from
your address that has vacancies.

) Include your local school in your
preferences. Even if you list the school as
your lowest preference, failure to apply now
may mean the school is full after offer day.

) Do not make decisions based on other
people’s opinions or experiences. Your
situation is different and things change
every year. Once you have visited different
schools, you will be able to make your own
decisions.

) List your preferences in the order you
would like us to consider them. If more
than one school is able to make an offer,
we recommend putting your favourite
school as first preference, even ifyou
think it's unlikely that that school will be
able to make an offer.
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How the application
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Mainstream schools are all developing their own offer
of support to children and young people with SEND,
which can be found on their school websites.
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Specialist Provision in Harrow

Specialist provision within mainstream schools

*Children who have Complex Physical Needs may be offered provision at Whitmore and
Hatch End High Schools.

+Children with moderate learning difficulties and additional needs may be offered
provision at Bentley Wood High School (for girls).

Specialist autism provision

*Specialist autism provision is available at Whitmore High School and Pinner High
School.

Harrow special schools

+Kingsley High School - for children with complex needs
*Shaftesbury High School - for children with moderate needs.

Specialist Provision in Hillingdon

Specialist _provision within mainstream schools

+Oak Wood - Autistic spectrum disorder

*Vyners - Hearing impairment

*Harlington School -Physical disabilities and sensory needs
*Northwood - Speech, Language and Communication needs.

Hillingdon Special Schools

*Meadow High School -Moderate learning disability, Autistic spectrum disorder
*Pentland Field - Moderate to severe learning difficulties
*Yong People's Academy -Social emotional and mental health needs.

Independent or non-maintained special schools

+Hillingdon Manor School- Autistic spectrum disorder

*Pield Heath House - Moderate to severe learning disabilities. Associated speech, language and communication difficulties, including autistic spectrum
disorder.

*Moorcroft School -Severe Learning difficulties, Profound and multiple learning difficulties, Autistic spectrum disorder.
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Consortium Schools
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Partiaty
Selective

Partcally
Selective

Partially

selectve

Partaty

Selective |

Pamany

Selective  10%

Parialy
Selective

Partasy
Selective

PLACES

180 places, 10%
of places
aliccated on
aptitude for music

208 pisces 25%
of places elected
on general ability.
10% of piaces for
aptiude for Music

270 places 35%

musical aptitude

240 places 10%
general abilty,
. musical

aptitude

224 places:148

Hertfordshire South West
Consortium

The Souith West Hertfordshire School Admissions Consortium consists of the following schools:

+ Crowley Danes (music only)

+ Rickmansworth

+ St Clement Danes

+ Parmiter's

+ Queens’

+ Watford Grammar School for Boys
+ Watford Grammar School for Girls

https://www.swhertsschools.org.uk/

places selected
on academic
ability. 10% (21
piaces) of piaces
dor musical
agttude

Herts:1 1 Plus

Application form (CAF) on October $1st,

Competition for places is extremely fierce
partially-selective schools in this section.

(because of historic geographic links) are:

and one parfially selective school

'Herfordshire - South West

The Schools Admissions Code, that came into effect in
2012, staled that by law, schools must take all reasonable steps to inform
parents of the outcome of ests before the closing deadline for the Common

+ The South-West Herts Consortium Schools

A
4

There are no fully selective grammar schools remaining in the county of
Hertfordshire, but there are several high-performing partially selective schools

The schools that are, broadly speaking, treated as being in Hertfordshire

h
b

Hertfordshire operates a Co-ordinated Admissions Scheme, which includes the

+ Other partially selective schools in Herts that are not part of the consortium
+ Three wholly selective grammar schools in the London Borough of Bamet

South-West Herts Consorfium Schools

Seven partially selective schools in South-west Hertfordshire administer their
11+ tesis as a consortium, sometimes referred fo as the South-West Herts
Consortium of Schools.

A percentage of places in each school are available in merit order by reference
to academic ability. All applicants must take a mathematics and verbal
Teasoning test. No minimum score is required to gain admission.

A percentage of places are offered in all the Consortium schools except Bushey
Meads on the basis of proven aptitude in Music. Al applicants under this criteria
have to take a written music test administered by the SW Herts Consortium. The
lest does not require any previous knowledge of music or music theory.
Applicants who achieve the qualifying score are invited back for a 2nd stage
practical musical assessment. Places are offered on the basis of scored
achieved in the 2nd stage

Bushey Meads offer an additional test which is called the Technological Apfitude
Test, based on non-verbal reasoning consisting of fwo multiple choice papers.
17 places are offered in descending order of scores. This is an additional test
and is entirely optional. However, all applicants have to sit the Consortium Test.

Queens offer a few places with those with exceptional sporting ability and live
within the caichment area. Applicants have fo take the PE Aptitude Test which
cover the core movement skills. The tests have been selected by the Council of

+ One wholly selective school (Latymer) in the London Borough of Enfield | European Physical Fitness
- Details can be found HERE
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Key Testing Dates 2020 for Secondary Transfer 2021

by Friday 19th June at the latest. If you do not submit
your evidence prior to the deadline, we may not be

Online registration for the tests opens Monday 20th April able to offer the special provision requested. There is
no facility to send hard copy documents by post. If you
Registration Closes Friday 19th June do not have a scanning facility, please ask your child’s
primary school to assist you.
Date of Test Venue Notification Wednesday 1st July (around noon)
Academic Test Saturday Sth September
Spedial Provision Notification Deadline If your child usually receives extra time or special Music Test Monday 7th September
intervention in class then you must let us know as soon
as possible. Immediately after registering please scan |l Sports (Queens’ School Only) In order to accommodate the high number of

and send 3 copy of the written evidence from your
Primary School Head or SENDCo, quoting your child’s
full name, date of birth and South West Herts
Reference number by email to:

swhsconsortium@gmail.com

)

<
Loyauté m oblige W

aceasso.,

<
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The PE Aptitude Test is for applicants to
Queens’ School only,

Owing to the overwhelming response to
this test, we stress that only those with
exceptional sporting ability and whao live
within our catchment area (WD3-WD7,
WD17-WD19, WD23-WD25, AL2 (South
of M25), HAG, HAS 3*%, HAS 4*%, HA3
6%, HA7 3**, HAT 4**) have a realistic
chance of achieving a place through this
route.

Children who have a sibling who will be
attending Queens’ School at the time of
admission need not apply for this test.

applicants, the test will be on:

Friday 11th September and

Tuesday 15th September

Tests dates will be allocated on an alphabetical basis

which cannot be changed. No other dates are
available

First Round Music Scores Notified to
Parents

Thursday 17th September (around noon)

Start of Second Round Music Tests

Week commencing Monday 21st September

Scores Notified to Parents

Wednesday 14th October (around noon)

Secondary Application Deadline

Saturday 31st October

Other Selective Schools

Barnet Selective Schools

Henrietta Barnett
QE Boys

Buckinghamshire Grammar Schools

Chesham Grammar
Dr Challoner's Grammar School (Boys)
Dr Challoner's High School (Girls)
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Independent Sector

*Merchant Taylor's + St Helen's

* Northwood College

+ North London Collegiate School
*Harrow (NLCS)

+ Royal Masonic

*Haberdasher's

*John Lyon

Independent School Finder
The Application Process

Individual application for each school www.schoolsearch.co.uk
Register interest
Apply by 31st Oct
Exams in 15t or 2"d week January Independent Special School Finder
Interviews - end of January/beginning of February
End of February offers made www.specialneedsguide.co.uk
Art, music, drama and sports scholarships are available

Top Tips and Questions you may want
to ask when visiting a secondary school

*Prior to your visit to r‘)ur preferred secondary school, we suggest you get ready a
cop){( of your child's EHCP and/ or any recent information fromlpr'o essionals
working with your child. This will allow you to discuss with the Inclusion Team how
your child's special educational needs will be met in school.

+Visit the school's website, and in particular take a look at their SEND Information
Report and SEND Policy. This will detail all the ways that the schools support
children and young people with SEND.

*Download the guide to secondary schools booklet from the Council's website which
should be available in the Autumn term www.harrow.gov.uk

‘A copz‘ of the school's own prospectus will describe out-of-school based activities
and whether the school operates an after-school or breakfast club.

*You may find it helﬁful to talk to other parents/carers whose children attend the
same secondary school.
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Top Tips and Questions you may want
to ask when visiting a secondary school

*Ask if your child will have an opportunity to visit/spend time at the school prior to
starting in September.

*Ask how the school support pupils with SEN. Do they have different support
assistants for different subjects? Is there an SEN 'hub’ pupils can access? How
are interventions made available to pupils in their school?

*Does the school operate a 'buddy’ system for those children who would benefit
from a friend at break and lunchtime periods and/or finding their way around
school? What else do the school do to help children find their way around the
school between lesson fime?

*You may want to know about the school’s behaviour policy. The school's governing
body publish a policy detailing their approach to behaviour. It should include the
school's approach to discipline, what types of behaviour would lead to exclusion and
how the school deals with bullying.

Barnet Brent

Pupil Admissions and Travel Pupil and Parent Services

Building 4 PO Box 1057

North London Business Park Wembley

Qaldeigh Road South Middlesex HA9 1HJ

London N11 1NP @ 020 8937 3110

€ 020 B350 7651 1 school.admissions@brent.gov.uk

= school.admissions@bamet.gov.uk =% www.brent.gov.uk -
— % www.barnet.gov.uk b - www.brent.gov.uk issi .%

bt L

Ealing Hertfordshire

School Admissions Children, Schools & Families

Perceval House CHR 102

14 — 16 Uxbridge Road, London W5 2HL Pegs Lane

(& 0208 825 5511 (Primary school Hertford

admissions) SG138DQ

(& 0208 825 5522 (High school admissions) @ 0300 123 4043

= mainroundadmissions@ealing.gov.uk = 1 herisdirect@hertfordshire.gov.uk .

~% www.ealing.gov.uk/admissions ._&3‘ - www.hertsdirect.org B

Hillingdon

London Borough of Hilingdon

School Placement and Admissions Team d ti Kk
4E/08 Civic Centre www.education.gov.ul
High Street, Uxbridge For other Local Authority
UBS 1UW :

01895 556644 address details

&4 admissions@hillingdon.gov.uk -
% www hillingdon. gov.uk/schools .b
B
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