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National Curriculum 

 

‘Most people read words more 
accurately than they spell. The 
younger pupils are, the truer 
this is.’ 
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Aims of the Workshop 

• To explore how we teach children 

to spell in Year 1 and Year 2 

• To provide guidance on how to 

support your child with their 

spelling at home. 
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What is Read Write Inc? 

• A programme which we use to teach reading 

and writing 

• Teaching RWI lesson involves:  

- teaching a sound 

- reading and spelling words using the sound 

- reading books and writing sentences with 

these sounds and words 

- It is a reading and writing programme based 

on Phonics 

     What do we mean by Phonics?  
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Reception and Year 1 

Why do we use the RWI programme? 

• It has worked in Year 2 as intervention, 

and Reception and Year 1 

• There is real evidence that it has an 

impact on reading and writing 

• It works along side other literacy 

lessons 
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Reception and Year 1 
Spelling 

• Phonetical words  

- Green words 

- use Fred fingers 
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Reception and Year 1 
Spelling 

• Tricky words or common exception 

words (Red words) – need to learn 

using Red Rhythms 

 

• Steps – say the word, write the word, 

circle tricky grapheme, say letter 

names, change voice for the ‘tricky 

part’ 
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Reception and Year 1 
Spelling 

• Hold a sentence 

 

• Steps – generate a sentence, repeat it until 

you know it well, sound it out one word at a 

time, use Fred fingers for phonetical words 

and Red Rhythms for common exception 

words 

• Remember capital letters, finger spaces and 

full stops. 
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Barriers to Spelling Accurately  

• Knowing all the sounds and what letters 

look like 

• Handwriting – forming the letters correctly 

• Finger spaces 

• Using adventurous vocabulary 

• Generating sentences  

 

Don’t expect every spelling to be 

correct! 
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Year 2 

•Teaching of phonics continues into Year 2. 

•Children are introduced and taught 

different spelling rules 
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Spelling Rules 

Plurals – bats, berries 

Adding suffixes – started, quickly, careful, helpless  

Adding prefixes – unhappy 

Contractions – can’t, wouldn’t, shouldn’t  

Possessive apostrophe – Ryan’s toys 

Homophones – their, they’re, there 
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No Nonsense Spelling 

Programme 

• Meets the requirements of the 

National Curriculum 

• Clear progression throughout the year 

• Supports different teaching strategies 
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Teaching Contractions 
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Teaching Contractions 
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Learning Strategies 
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Learning Strategies 
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Learning Strategies 
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Learning Strategies 
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Application 
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Application 
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How you can support at home 

• Focus on words that should be spelt 

correctly such as common 

exception words 

• Praise attempted spelling that 

demonstrates some understanding 

of how to spell the word correctly 

• Regular practice 


